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TAGS: CASC (OKONGWU, ANNE) 

SUBJECT: OKONGWU CHILD CUSTODY CASE 

REF: STATE 118186, LAGOS 7037 

1. IN CONVERSATION REPORTED LAGOS REFTEL, MRS. OKONGWU 
IMPLIED SHE WILL CONSULT WITH ATTORNEY ON RETURN TO US 
ABOUT FUTURE OF CHILD CUSTODY ACTION BROUGHT BY HER IN 
NEW YORK STATE. SHE COMMENTED THAT HER SAVINGS OF 
APPROXIMATELY $7000 HAD ALREADY BEEN EATEN UP BY LEGAL 
FEES, BUT OTHERWISE GAVE NO SPECIFIC INDICATION WHAT HER 
DECISION WOULD BE. 

2. IN LIGHT HER SEEMING ACCEPTANCE OF EXISTING SITUATION 
WITH REGARD TO CHILDREN’S PRESENCE IN NIGERIA AND NIGERIAN 
COURT DECISION, APPEARS FROM HERE THAT MRS. OKONGWU MAY WELL 
DECIDE TO DROP HER ACTION IN NEW YORK STATE. IF SHE DOES SO, THIS 
WILL PRESUMABLY REMOVE ISSUE BETWEEN OURSELVES AND FMG 
OCCASIONED BY FAILURE OF DR. OKONGWU TO APPEAR BEFORE COURT IN ALBANY 
DESPITE ASSURANCES FROM NIGERIAN CONGEN OFFICER THAT HE WOULD 

DO SO. 

3. GIVEN THIS LIKELY OUTCOME, EMBASSY PLANSMAKE NO FURTHER 
APPROACH TO MEA ON THIS QUESTION UNLESS MRS. OKONGWU IN FACT 
PLANS TO MAINTAIN HER ACTION BEFORE NEW YORK COURT (APPROACH 

THUS FAR HAS BEEN DEFERRED PENDING COMPLETION OF AMBASSADOR GARBA'S 
CONSULTATIONS, DURING WHICH HE HAD PROMISED TAKE UP OKONGWU 
CASE). 
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4. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT CHECKING WITH MRS. OKONGWU 
RE HER INTENTIONS IN THIS REGARD AND ADVISING EMBASSY 
WHETHER CASE MAY NOW BE CONSIDERED CLOSED. 

REINHARDT 
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